[bookmark: _GoBack]Supplemental Table 1: Absolute CTC counts/7.5 mL at first blood collection in individual patients according to tumor stage, and presence of lymph node or distant metastases

	Pat.-ID
	Number of CTCs/7.5 mL
	AJCC stage
	N
	M

	1
	0
	I/II
	0
	0

	2
	0
	I/II
	0
	0

	3
	0
	I/II
	0
	0

	4
	0
	I/II
	0
	0

	5
	0
	I/II
	0
	0

	6
	0
	I/II
	0
	0

	7
	1
	I/II
	0
	0

	8
	1
	I/II
	0
	0

	9
	0
	I/II
	0
	0

	10
	0
	I/II
	0
	0

	11
	0
	I/II
	0
	0

	12
	0
	I/II
	0
	0

	13
	2
	I/II
	0
	0

	14
	1
	I/II
	0
	0

	15
	2
	I/II
	0
	0

	16
	0
	I/II
	0
	0

	17
	1
	I/II
	0
	0

	18
	0
	I/II
	0
	0

	19
	2
	I/II
	0
	0

	20
	0
	I/II
	0
	0

	21
	0
	I/II
	0
	0

	22
	0
	I/II
	0
	0

	23
	0
	I/II
	0
	0

	24
	0
	I/II
	0
	0

	25
	0
	I/II
	0
	0

	26
	0
	I/II
	0
	0

	27
	0
	I/II
	0
	0

	28
	0
	I/II
	0
	0

	29
	2
	I/II
	0
	0

	30
	0
	I/II
	0
	0

	31
	0
	I/II
	0
	0

	32
	0
	I/II
	0
	0

	33
	0
	I/II
	0
	0

	34
	52
	III
	1
	0

	35
	2
	IV
	1
	1

	36
	2
	III
	1
	0

	37
	2
	III
	1
	0

	38
	0
	III
	1
	0

	39
	0
	III
	1
	0

	40
	3
	III
	1
	0

	41
	4
	III
	1
	0

	42
	0
	III
	1
	0

	43
	17
	III
	1
	0

	44
	0
	III
	1
	0

	45
	0
	III
	1
	0

	46
	3
	IV
	1
	1

	47
	790
	IV
	1
	1

	48
	3
	IV
	1
	1

	49
	43
	IV
	1
	1

	50
	180
	IV
	1
	1

	51
	291
	n.a. *
	n.a.
	n.a.


*n.a.: not available
