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Quick Guide to
Submission

For additional article types and detailed instructions, please see our Information for Authors at
http://www.clinchem.org/site/info_ar/info_authors.xhtml.

Type of Submission*
Word
Limit

Structured (S) or
Unstructured (U) Abstract:

Word Limit

Maximum
Number of
References

Total Number of
Tables/Figures

Maximum
Number of

Authors

Article 3,500 S: 250 40 6 20

Citation Classics 600 Nonapplicable 6 Nonapplicable 5

Clinical Case Study
Case description
Case discussion
3–5 questions and up to 5 points to
remember

500
1,000 Nonapplicable 10 2 5

Clinical Case Study Commentary 300 Nonapplicable Nonapplicable Nonapplicable 5

Editorial 1,500 Nonapplicable 15 Nonapplicable 5

Letters to the Editor / Reply 750 Nonapplicable 5 1 8

Mini-Review 3,500 S: 250 40 4 5

Opinion 1,500 Nonapplicable 15 1 5

Perspective 1,500 Nonapplicable 5 1 5

Q&A 3,500 Nonapplicable Nonapplicable Nonapplicable 7

Review 5,000 S: 250 75 6 15

What Is Your Guess?
Case description
3 questions
Case discussion

75

75
Nonapplicable 5 1 5

�This chart represents common types of submissions to Clinical Chemistry.

Manuscript Formatting
▫ Double-spaced text, 1-inch margin, 12-point font size in Arial, Helvetica, or Times New Roman
▫ Numbered pages with references numbered sequentially in main text
▫ Title page listing title, authors (first name, middle initial, last name), each author’s affiliation during the

study, corresponding author’s contact information, running title, keywords, list of any previous presenta-
tion of manuscript, and any disclaimers

▫ Reference list formatted according to Information for Authors with Journal abbreviations in the reference list
checked against the National Center for Biotechnology Information database (http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/)

▫ SI units used throughout manuscript according to Information for Authors

Metadata (to be entered online)
▫ A valid and unique e-mail for each author
▫ Authors’ current institution, address, telephone, and fax
▫ Author Disclosure Forms and Contribution Forms to be completed by each author before submission. Copy-

right Transfer Agreement to be completed by each author after acceptance.
▫ Clinical Chemistry manuscript number of any companion papers (if applicable)

Compliance with Guidelines
▫ A MIQE checklist is required for all studies using quantitative real-time PCR experiments; a STARD checklist is

required for all studies or trials of the diagnostic accuracy or performance of a diagnostic test; a CONSORT
diagram is required for all randomized and Phase III trials; a MIAME checklist is required for all studies that
present data for microarray experiments.

▫ All studies involving human study participants must indicate that they are in compliance with the Decla-
ration of Helsinki ethical principles for medical research involving human study participants.
A statement must be included in the text that Institutional Review Board approval was obtained and written
informed consent obtained from study participants.

Permissions
▫ Written permission from the copyright holder is required to reproduce any copyrighted material
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