
Proteomics of Human Body Flu-
ids. Visith Thongboonkerd, Edi-
tor., Totowa, NJ: Humana Press,
2007, 533 pp. (hardcover). ISBN
978-1-59745-432-2.

In the preface, the editor notes that
this book, “is the first and nearly
complete collection of applications
of proteomics to analyze various
human body fluids, including
plasma, serum, urine, cerebrospi-
nal fluid, pleural effusions, bron-
choalveolar lavage fluid, sputum,
nasal lavage fluid, saliva, pancreatic
juice, bile, amniotic fluid, milk,
nipple aspirate fluid, seminal fluid,
vitreous fluid, dialysate, and ultra-
filtrate yielded during renal re-
placement therapy.” This book
serves as a unique resource for the
current state of protein analysis by
2-dimensional electrophoresis and
mass spectrometric techniques in
these diverse fluids. The 24 chap-
ters comprise contributions by
many distinguished experts in this
field and provide a good survey of

methods and published literature,
albeit with considerable duplica-
tion of content.

This book will be a valuable
resource for researchers interested
in protein analysis, but it is not
generally recommended for clini-
cal chemists. Most of the analyses
described are suitable for research
directed at the discovery of poten-
tial disease markers but do not
have clearly identified applications
for clinical analysis. The focus of
most chapters is on the identifica-
tion of various protein compo-
nents in biological fluids rather
than on the robust quantitative
analyses that generally are required
for useful clinical applications.

Some approaches described in
the chapter on analysis of urine
proteins foreshadow methods that
might be suitable for quantitative
clinical analysis of peptides and
proteins. With continued advances
and the application of improved
methods for quantitative analysis
of proteins, this field is likely to as-

sume increasing importance to
clinical chemists. However, the
practice of protein analysis de-
scribed in this book has not
reached that point.
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